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DAVID TARR, OY TIE FIRM OF TAYIS 3. TARR & EFRO,
GLOUCITTER, MASS.-"INTERVIEYED RY WILLIA!
WAKEHA" AlID HUGH M. SHITH, WOV,

18, 1893,

- aud coudinad.
Beran fishine at nine yerrs of aheAuntil he
wag 83, There were only a few purse seines at
that time, about 1858,

Ilave no hand-line fishermen in this country to
amount to 2nything. Sent one vessel, the David
Sherman, heckins this summer.

Thinksthe southern fishery is not a paving
one. lad Z vessels south this year and they did
not get a berrel of fish., Thet fishery has always
been unprofitable. MHever been a paying voyare for

20 yeers,

The closec season did not affect the fishery
excepl those who made n spcocislty of early fishing.

On the whole the hook would be less destruce
tive than the purse seine, but do not think they
will ever bring it about now,

The mackerel fishery as prosecuted at the prese
enﬁ time may be compared to the liquor question.
We know it is an evil, but cannot stop it. If we

could do away with all seines, would like to put
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them all in a furnace and burn them, but ecannot
get Tishermen to gZo any other way.

Had 2 vessels this year with 31,800 worth of
seines and boats, that went for two months and a
half and never got a solitary fish. Down on the
Cape Shore one vessel rot 16, and the other 37 bar-
rels of fish, They were careful not to break the
Cana@@nlavs.

There were years that mackerel were oxtremely
scarce. Has known a ood many yvears when vessels
when vessels would po with hook and line ané ret
100 to 150 barrels for the season.

There were some of the larrest schools on this
coast this fall than ever--schools 50 azcres in ex-
tent. Knows of one case #here they rowed richt
throush a school ancd rot 50 barrels, and the fish
d}d not sink on either side of them.

The fish are shyer now than they used to be,
When the water is cool it is impossible to catch
them in the day time. They will dive the seines,
Most of the fishines done this fall here has been
at night.

The old hook and line fishing began in May.
Thet is, they went south in May. They usually
went south in May, and came home and started for

the Bay along the middle or last of June, and from
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that to the 4th of July.

Does not think the seines have any influence
in keeping the fish away. They caught more fish
in the old #ays with the hook and line thzn they
do now, Hed a larger fleet.

The quantity ceught by seines is very small
as compared with the mass of fish in the water,
and the amount destrcyed by other fish that prey
upon them.

They expected té get lots of Tish south this
spring on account of the 5 years closé season, but
never did so poorly. Yere lots of fish, but could
not catch them.,

Thinks the merchants generslly who fit vessels
wéuld have no objection to a close season. Does not
think the southern fishery has ever been any ben-
efit. Hae been in it 32 years, fitting vessels for
it. They catch mackerel in the weirs down at YNova
Scotia in the latter part of April or in May, when
them come in. Thinks the close season was & good
thing, if they could heve had x it a little earlier,
say 20th of lMay, instead of 1lst of June. Does not
think the close season increased the supply of fish.
Would not make hardly any difference; Do not catch
~ emough to affect the schools. The fleet amounts



to only about 50 or 60 sa2ils. Duwring the summer
might be 150 szils.

Yhen they went with hook and line they would
always get something, now with scines it is smart-
est eaptains and big crews that get the most fish.

Hen get tired of codfishing in the srring, and
go to Ploc% Island or the coast of Maine, or the
Bay.

Seinég in the Bay have not causht many macker-
el for some years in the srring and early in the
fall. Vessels get only & few barrels in the f211,
One vessel went down one fall and got 300 barrels.

Would be in favor of a renewal of the close
time law, if they would mrke thé daté about 10 days
earlier. Does not think the mackerel need any
protection, Thinks there would be juét as many on
the coast if there was no close season. As regards
the winter fishing, it is not profitable as a whole;
except to a few experts, but to the average fisher-
men it is not profitable. It would be in the in-
terest of the greatest number not to have any mack-
erel caught beforethe first of May.

Would not want to put any restfiction on the
purse seine, because could not get men to go with

fQQMk and line. Would not want any international
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law doing away with the purse seine absoluetly.,
Should want to get out of the business if there
were any restrictions put upon fishermen who are
fighins without(?) three miles of the shore. The
tado-ef—the bulk of the fish were caught off shore
when he used to go fishing. liot meny places in
the Horth Bay wherec they can fish within three
miles without tearing their seines all to pieces.

Prohibiting the early fishing would be in the
interests of owners of vessels. »

In repard to the codfish, experts can have
sore idea about how they are going to work, but
cannol tell about the bodies of mackerel.

Have been no small meackerel séen since 7 or 8
veare apgo until the present season.

When therc used to be 200 or 300 sail of ves-
sels go to the Bay and throw beit the quality of
the mackerel down there was much bet ter than it is
now. Remembers the time when Bay mackerel sold for

- shore mackerel in this market,

Does not know of any legislation that would
satisfy ﬁhe fishermen. Bad to have much legislation
in regardto the fisheries, Thinks they had better

let the fishermen use any device they wish to catch
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fish until it is very spparent that it is injurious
to the fish,

lag fitted out the schooner. "Jenny Severns®
with 18 men and 2 seéines, and the schooner "Cormon-
wealth" with the same number of men and seines. On
this coast we had the Richard lLester, Ralph E, Ea-
ton, Epes Tarr and David Crockett. Those that
went tc Block Ialand pot about enousgh to pay their
bills. The Dbavid Sherman went to the Bay, she got
160 barrels. Would lr ve got a full trip if it had
not been for the weather--¥ery storryy 2ll the time,
Those vessels that started late did fairly well con-
sidering, but the early ones only got about 200 bar-
rels for the entire season on the Cape Shore in
the srring . Did not do well., One vessel rot 16
and the other 37 barrels.

The dealers, as a rule, would frefer that there
were no southern fishery. ur vessels would in-
form on each other if they caucht maékerel before
the law was up.

Scientists like Prof. Eaird do not think any
contrivance of man would reduce the catch of mack-
erel. : '

They sey when the mackerel come up from the

warm water they have a sort of scale over their eyss
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and it is very easy to catch them.
Fnows no reascn why mackerel should not be as

numerous on our ccast at some early day as they

Mo extént of shore fishing carried on along
this coast. There is traop fishing all up and down
the coast, but do not take many mackerel in the ear-
ly scason.

- Does not think the poor fishing of this year
will affect the number of vessels sent out next
yeer. Used to maeke lots of money in the mackerel
~fishery, but have not made 2 dollar for the last
5 years. W¥ill probably be zbout the same number
of vessels go south next year as this year; and
gshould there be a fair catch south in May, the
fleet would be doubled, because the Bank fishermen
have not done much this year, and they would rush
to ro mackerel Tishing if there was anything to
sateh. The Gloucester Tishermen are rather in a
bad way at present.

He is interested in the Iceland fishery. Ves-
sels sent there this year got about enough to pay
~ their bills, Only had one vessel at the Grand
‘Banks fiéhery this year.

‘Thinks the mackerel will be larger next year,
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if there is any prospect of catchiﬁg fish.

The large bulk of the southern ﬁackerel are
sold fresh.

New York fish dealers do not want any close
- I

Therc was considerable argument here in regard
to the effect upon the fish that the seines would ()
¥e thought catching so many befére spawning might
~decrease the number of fish on the shore,

Used to coteh lots of small fish and let them
cgo-=-hundreds and thousands of barrels. If these
small mackerel would come on the coast and mix with
the lerge ones they would catch thousands of bar-
vels and heave them overboard, That waste of small
© fish has been kept up ever since the purse seine
“+has been in use, but net every year. It has been
irregular. .

. -Do not suppose there coﬁld be any law passed
to prohibit the use of purse seines outside for
mackerel. Wishes there could be, Thinks the
fishermen would catch more fish on the hook in the
Bay: Most of the fish caught on the hook are caught
after the spawning season is over, and they are

better fish ms a rule,
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Vessels do not 211 usc pockets,

Thinks if they could prohibit the usc of secines
we should be better off. lackerel would bring a
pood price on the start, buil they would soun catch
just 2s many as cver. Sol Jacobs' brother has been
fishine 211 swmer ané got only 32 barrels.

- Coul! not say as io what fitters pgenerally
think about seines, but shey all would like Lo see
the southern fishery stopped.

The steam seine boet is not likely to comé in-
to general use. t is too expensivé. The vessels
using the steam seine bo2t this year have not done
any better than other vessels. The YAugustia lier-
rick® and the *Qreyling® usedthem this year. IEx-
periments with stean seine boats generally havc
been unsuccessfil here. There hes been nothing
new that they have zot in the way of catching mack-
erel that has proved more than usually successful,

In 1884 we packed on our wharf 26,000 barrels
. of mackerel, and bought 15,000 barrels outside.
Have not had mach business with mackerel since,

- 18?? as they do now.

Prices did not run as high




CAPT. RUSSELL D. TERRY, GLOUCESTER,  MASS.

Interviewed by William Wakeham and Hugh M.

" Smith, NHovember 18, 1893.

. Aged 52. Has had 42 years' experience

as a fisherman. Has been in the mackerel
fishery most svery season up to the present,
lame of vessel, schooner Centennial.

Did not go south for mackerel this year,

Has always becn south before. Has ibund
mackerel about 40 or 50 miles south of Cape
anry, about 40 miles offshore, Has been on
the ground south someiime before secing the;--
sometimes 10 days bef'ore we saw them. %hen

we did see them they were heading N. N.Z. as a
general thing. Has seen them in as close as a
mile from land, Qnd again, off 30 or 40 miles.
Generally follow them until they get up to

Cape Cod, of!l' RElock Island. They lose the

.

fish there, and that ends that voyage;



They generally strike them then in the EBEay
of Fundy. The fish sirike through the South
Channel down to the Bay of Fundy,

Has seen fish‘south of Georges. They
appear to remain there, but some say they pass
down to the Cape Shore. See fTish south every
year that go on Georges and do not strike this
coast at all.

Mackerel have a very regular course.

They strike anywhere from close in 1o 30 or 40
miles off.

Those early fish are very poor. They are
full of spawn. Has seen the spawn run out of
them quite freely when on deck of vessel.

That would be along about May. When they
firni strike the shore they are full of spawn.
Are full of it about the middlé of kKay.
generally have the spawn in them until we leave
theﬁ, The fish on the Cape Shore also have
the spawn in them.

- They it for the Cape Shore along about



the 25th of May. Find fish on the Shore for

2 months, but only fish there about 10 days.
Some of these fish ro through Canso---lots of
them. Has never seen schools there, but has
seen people that have caught them there. Some
of them come out through Canso in the fall alsa

Has followed fish in the fall as far as
south as about 15 or 20 miles off Chatham.
Leave the fish there on account of the weather.
Might eatch them later if the weather permitted
Cateh them off Chatham sometimes a&as late as the
25th of YNovember.  Those fish, we presume,
come from the Bay of FPundy, but cannot say for
certain.

Has never ecaught mackerel in the winter.
Never knew ;nyons>on the coast to take them
then.

Along about the 4th of llovember they are
supposed to be done schooling.

When he was a boy, about 40 years ago,

used to fish off Cape Cod the 25th of November,



but now do not go much longer than ithe 25Lh of
October.

Mackerel fceed upon different things,
.Presume they feed on sun-squalls; sometimes
brit, and various things. We find these
things in them. Sometimes come across a
scﬁool with this cayenne in ithem. Tt will.
poison your hands when you taske out the
inwards,

Mackerel average about the same size as
they did 20 years ago. Some years larger~,
some years smaller.

Does not notice any difference in the
habits or movaments of mackerel. Sinece the
seining began they school a good deal more than
they did before. Does not know that they can
cateh them quite as easy in the seines now as
they used to when they first went seine fishing
but ‘does not think there is much differencé.

Was on a voyage a number of years ago off

Block Island, when they would heave all day



until 4 or 5 o'eclock in the afternoon and
would not catch a fish, and then probably
within an hour avery vessel would caich a
school. The spring fish ars harder to cateh
than the fall [ish, Spring fish are most
always running and summer fish are lying quiet.

Fish arec more easily caught about the time
of spawning than at other times, he thinks.

Hgs never noticed that they lose the fish

aboutr the time of spawning. Fish are governed
a good deal by the tide in schooling, and also
by the weather.,

Has not seen, for the last 5 or {6 years,
one-lundredth part as many mackerel as they did
20 years ago. Does noi know what has become
of them,--whether they have taken a different
route, or what,--they do not appear to come on
the coast. Does nct think theythave been
caught up.  Does not think they catch a
thousandth part of the mackerel ihat come along

imthe spring. Has seen some days, more



mackerel, apparently, than the vessels caught
,@ﬁrinp the whole year.

Does not think there was any benefit in
the close time law,. It was passed to help the
mgckerel, and as a genseral thing the southern
fishery was not a paying business.

Used to do better on an average, When they
went hooking than they do seining. The whole
fleet used 10 make a betier average on ihe
whole. Foriy years 2:0 thers was more
mackerel fishing carried on at Cape de than
there has been for the last 15 or 20 years.
@heh he was a boy —there were three firms
running there, and from 8 to 10 vessels in each
Pirm, aqd most always engaged’in the mackerel
business, but now there is no fishing there at
all, hardly. They used to0 share more evenly
hooking than they do seining. One year, about
30 years ago : we had a bad year hooking, but
‘a8 & general thing they averagod about the

same. The vessels expected to make a pood



voyage every yesr, Used to carry 15 men
hooking. Vessels were about 40 to 50 tons.
The cost 1o f'it out a vessel for hooking, for
the fishin~ rear, was not more than £10. or
$15. Mow it costs to it a vessel for sein-
ing about #2,500., that is for a new outfit.

The general opinion of the fishermen was
that the close time law did not de any good.
Does not think a2 man of them would like to see
it renewed. Do notv like anything that is
compulsory. Like more freedom.

Does not think there should be any
" rerulations, as far as the east fishery is
‘eoncerned. Thinks the mackerel will come back
in time. 16 yeafa ago, the fishing was very
ggod, and he thourht the next season was going
tb be a2 good one, so he went to work and built
a new vessel, and ths result was, whenAthe
season came around it was a }ailure, and was a
failure for 2 or 3 years, and they thought

there would be ne fishing, but they came again



more plenty than ever; and we have‘thoae spells
all along.

Does not think the introduction of the
purse seine has been a good thing. Thinks it
has been an injury to the f{ishing.community at
large. Does not know whether it decreases
the’ quantity of fish or not,--may possibly.
D97n0t catch as many fish with the purse seine
as .we used to in the old days.

In the year 1831 more fish caught than at
any time since. 'They used to catch from 1400
to 1500 barrels o: the hook in a rood vessel.
Have shared as hirh as $500. a man on the hook.

Thinks if they should remove the purse
seines there would be a good many men abandon
‘the business. Does not think they could eatch
as many fish witl: the hook and line as they did
formerly, for the reason that the fish seem to
“ have forgotten how to bite., Thinks the fish
would come back again if they all went hooking.

Thinks, in that case, a larger rnumber would be
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benefitted by it than are to-day. Lots of
hoys who are not large enough and stirong

enough (0o handle the seine could caiveh them
with the hook; and old men ualso. Purse seines
throw a good many old éen and boys out of
employment. They want men now about from 18
to 45, For éeininp you want a good active
crew and a smart sailing vessel,

Did not catch enough fish south this year
to eat. Hig vessel was pone about 2 months
and got only 47 barrels. Yhen he was a boy
used to start south about the 10th of lMay, some
times not until the 20th. Used to make 2
tripé in those days, and get about from 150 to
300 barrels a trip. The second trip would be
#bout the 4th of July. Used io fish part of
the time, and come in and get our toll bai:,
and circle around on the southern end of
Georges and go home; then went to the Pay of
Pundy.

Never saw a purse seine south until about
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15 years ago. The seine fishény in the spring
on the Cape Shore, beran about 8 or 10 vears
aro. Mow somc of the test fishing done there.

Formerly never used (o go there. Never used

to think ol roing 1o the Cape Shore.

———



CAPT, JOHN J. PENTACOST, GLOUCESTER, MASS.

Interviewed by William Wakeham and

Hugh M. Smith, MNovember 18, 1893,

Aged 47. Has had 37 years experience as
a ('isherman, A rreat part of that time in the
mackerel fishery. Hame of vessel, schoconer
Mystery. Did not go mackerel fishing in her
this year. Went fishing for‘nnckere;, but
went in theFMargusrite Haskins.

Has been master of a vessel mackerel
fishing 5 or 6 years. In 1872 was master of
a vessel mackerel lishing in the Norih Fay,.
';s in the Flying Scud.

Used to ro south to get mackerel a good
@eal. Generally looked for the fish ofi the
Capes -of Virginia, about 35 or 40 miles off
shore. Been down there the 1lst of April.
Look for them about that time. Has been

vesgels go there earlier, but did not get many



fish. Has been there before fish were caught
there,

Does not know what direction they come
from when he meets them. They are generally
heading about N. H.E.

Has followed those spring bodies irom olf
the Capes of Virginia clear to Gaspe. Has
never been to the Seven Islands.

The further north the fish get on our
coast the nearer they come in shore. Never
look for fish within 6 or 7 miles of land
along southward of Delaware, and after they get
up by Barnegat and New York, catch them within
a mile of land,

Spring mackerel go south of Georges,
Strike sbout Cape Sable. The figh strike the
qua Scotia shore before we get them in the
Bay of Fundy. About the 1l0ithto 15th of May
begin to catch scattering ones along about

Cape Sable. Do not catch many fish on the



Cape Shore until the first of June. GCet ithem
right along the shore.

Those that come to the south of Georges
strike the Cape anu folloi the shore down,
Schools split at the Cape and go in two
gseparate bodies. No difference in the size
of these bodies of {ish,. Ones day get 17 and
18 inch mackerel and another day, right in the
same place, 10 to 13 inech. The sarliest fish
are the largest. Will find large bodics of
thes> small mackerel, but did not iee 28 manyas
usual this spring.

The fish this spring at the south were in
deeper water than I have ever known them to be,
in 60 and 70 fathoms of water.

The fish south this spring did not seem
to be so very shy, but they were scarcer, were
not so0 many schools.

When we find these fish at the south they
are poor and full of spawn. The spawn secms

not to be very far advanced, but it gets riper



all the time, The last fish caught there,
sometimes the spawn is running right out of
them, The last we got this sprins about 70
miles from Barnegat, had ripe spawn in them,
Thaet was about the 15th or 1l6th of lay. The
spawn would run from them when we threw them
on the deck. They were most 211 male fish,
Were full of mile,

The first fish we caught g$his year were
off White Head, the 1lst or 2nd of June.

Has followed mackerel in the fall no
farther than Block Islénd. llone of our
vessels go any further than that, Does not
know why they give up the fishing at Flock
Island then, except that it is getting late
and the weather bad, and‘do not find but few
fish.

Give up mackerel fishing on this shore
about the 15th of Yovember. Have caught them
up to about Thanksgiving, and at Provincetown

Harbor nearly as late as Christimas.

-



Mackerel take the same course when leaving
the coast that they do when coming on Lhe
coast.

The only difference he can notice in the
habits of mackierel since he has been f{isghing
is that they do not take the hook as they used
to.  Oeccasionally try them with the hook.

¥When we used to go to the Lay, left here
in June. H:s begn in the tay, in 1865, on the
11th of June, and caught a barrel ol mackerel
himgelf off North Cape, P. E. I., but then the
fleet used to go in the Bay early, and would
get to heaving lots oi bait, Probably the
heaving of so much bait has a tendenecy L0 stop
the fish, Now there is so little baii that
they do not pay any attention to it; at least
they do not bite as they uséd to.

Dozg not think the Bay mackerel sgpawn as
early as they do on this shore. Thinks they
keep going until they get ready to spawn, and

‘wherever they are at that time, there they stop



and spawn. None of the fish they catch on
their early springs voyage have spawned.

Some of them are as fat as any we catch during
the year. They are barren {ish. Only gev a
very few of such fish. Thinks they spawn in
the ray about the last o1 June.

Generally get .o the Cape Shore about the
18t of June. The best fishing on the Cape
Shore is from the lst to the 10th of June:
They f'ollow the f'ish as far &s Cape liorth and
there they lose them. -

Pretty hard to tell about thce habits of
mackerel, Was master of a vessel in the Eay
hooking 22 years ago, and has secn it right
through his life that you would heave bait for
mackerel and perhaps catch half a dozen just
as fast as you could haul a line, and then they
would be gone 2ull at onee,

" We c¢all their feed cayenne, all-cyes and
sand fleas., - See more live feed now than we

did 10 years ago.



In the 0ld times when he went hand line
fishing did not see the fish schooling so much
as they do now. Has been in tha EBay and
caurht & number of trips of mackerel, and never
saw a school during the whole season. Hever
saw but one school at the Magdalen's come to
the surfaece for heaving bait, ‘

Do not notice any difference in the size
of the fish now from what they werse 10 years
aro., There are large and small ones. Some
yeare more large fish Lhan small ones, other
ygara viee versa,

Never remembers fish being so scarce on
this shore as they were this year, and they
are all large fish. Never knew them to run so
large. All he caught on the Cape Shore this
year were 1'® and 2°'S, Got 46 barrels in Lhé
Bay this year, and they were all large fish,--
nearly all 1'S,

Those fish we get in ithe Bay are hardly

ever as fat as those we get on this shore.



Sometimes pret what we ceall white-bellied fish,
In the Ray cet dark-bellied fish. Get both
kinds at the south, both dark and light. Get
better fish on the north side of liardalen's
thén on the south side,. Does not know the
reason. Mo difference in the marking betwecn
the dark fish and the light ones.

About the spawning time thinks the fish
are rore logy and sluggish, o trouble to

catch them ithan. They seem 1o disappear about

the time they spawn. They stay down about 10

o~ 15 days to spawn. Sometimes will ecatich

fish with half the spawn out of them. Do not

extrude the whole of their spawn at ons time.

Yhen they geuv through spawnins and come up

you will Tind them ‘n small bunches; perhaps

a barrel in a school. Keep increasing until

they get to be 2 bigf school. Yhen they all

gét through spawning they get in a big body.
Did not use to begin fishing as early as

we do now,. Tever used to go south until along



in May, and never went so far souih as we do
now. Along about the 1st or 15th of May were
off New York.

Did nbt do any fishing on the Cape Shore
in those days,--not until 12 or 15 years ago.
The heaviest fleets would leave for the Fay
aboutr ithe 4i1h of July, but some would leave
the 1lst of June. A few vessels would go in
the Bay instead of pgoing south.

For the last 3 or 4 years mackerel have
been secarce everywhere; that is nobody could
find them. Mackerel were as plenty 10 or 12
years ago on this shore as ithey ever were in
the remembrance of anybody. Cannot aeccount
for the decrease in their abundance, unless it
is that they have iaken some other course.

Does not think too many fish have been
caught. Thinks there are more caught now
before the spawning season than there used teo
be in old times. The i'ish that were caurht

in the Bay in hooking days had all spawned,
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except the ones we caught in June. Always
a dull time in the Lay zbout the 10th to 20th
of July, on account ol the spawning. The
hooking lasted in the Eay in those days until
about the 10th ol lovenber, and sometimes
laier,

lNever went seining with the purse seine
until aboutr 1864, and sinee then the 1ish have
been as plenuvy along ihiis shore as they were
before, so does nov think it hurts them any,
Tbinks one irap or pound is worse than 25
segines. 01" course ithe seines break up the
schools. rrequently cateh every fish in a
school wiith the seines. The traps and pounds
along the shore arc worse than anything else.
If theyare going 1o do away with anything, he
wéuld do away wit. the traps before he would
the pursé seines. The traps cateh the young
T'ish as well as the big ones.v

Never but one or iwo years that they
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caught fish at the south and had to throw them
away . One year vessels caught small mackerel
at the south (He went in the Ellen M. Adams)
and took them in to llew York, anu ihere were
other vessels there from the north with large
ones, and we had to heave about all 0qr fish
overboard. That was about 9 or 10 years ago.
Sold £2.50 and threw ti.c rest overboard. In
those days could not sell small fish, but now
can sell any kind.

Does not think the close sezson amounted
to anything. Fish were no more plenty south
this year than the las. year we were there; if
anything not so plenty. The object was, that
it would be a good law to stop tLhe vessels
from going south, and they would not have vo
fit up any vessels f'or that voyage. It was
not a paying voyage. That was the prinecipal
reason for passing the close law. This law
was first started in Portland, Me. Does not

think it affected the fish at all. This
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sprinnge landed zhbout 240 or 250 barrels at
th= south; thet is not szlted. One time we
had about 22,000, another time 5,000 1ish.
Sqld them all the way from 10 to 20 esnts
apiece.

Would not be in favor of regulatings the
purss seine f'ishery in any way that he knows
of, VThinks the only wayr to rerulate the
seine fishaery is for every man to destroy his
seine. Noes no: hink it has been any
advantare to anyhody, all thimgs considered.
Somz of those men who did well! hooking, when
they went to seininr, lost every dollar ihey
had. Som2 gained and others lost by the
‘purs= -sgelne. He has done very well with it.
It is a ﬂ?ce way to cagch fish, They are
savad in Busm 28 food order as with the hook
and lineckishinn. Very seldom have any bad
fish. /&& is like this:--you go out and set

your afine and ret 100 barrels of rmackerel in

/

|
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one school. You have 16 or 17 men, and in 3
or 4 hours the men have these fish all dressed.
In hooking you may lay 3 or 4 hours catching
them. Can take care of l'ish mueh quicker now
than formerly.

The poorest {ish that come into these
markets are caurht in boats around Prince
Edwards Island and Magdalen Islands.

If the purse seine was given up, might
possibly educate the mackerel 1o take the hook
as they used to do, but would have to educate
the fishermen also. If they would go into the
Bay and heave as much bait as they used to do,
300 and 400 barrels, it would attract the
attention of the fish, and they might bite
l;ke they used to do. These men who have.
always done well seining would not sanction
unything‘to stop it.

Fish school just according 10 the feed.
If it is on top of the water, ihe fish will be
on top of the water. If on the bottom, the

fish will be on the bottom.
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CAPTA LN JOIIN F. VAUTIER, GLOUCESTER, !ASS.--INTER-
VIEWED BY WILLIA!N WANEHAM AUD HUGH M,
SMITH, NOVEMBER 18, 1893,

Aged 32. Has been fishing for 23 years. Cap-
tain of Schooner "Rapid Transit%, of Gloucester,
1893,

Did rnot po south this vear. Was on the Ranks
up to September.

Has been in the southern fishery. Was at it
for about 10 vears. Got a fair catch there every
spring.

Usually struck the fish on the southern coast
ébout the capes of Delwware, and a few springs fot
them down as far south as Cape Charies.

Find the fish 35 to 45 miles off shore there.
One spring they were within 8 or 10 miles. As they
got up toward lNew York were right close into the
beach. When this school is e¢lose in shore there
is another school off outside 50 or 60 miles,

They are going to the eastward. Suppose they go
to the southward of CGeorges.
Never followed a school south of Georges; that

is, never followed them a2ll the time, One spring
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found the fish at Sandy Hook, and then followed them
way to the south of South Shoal Light Ship. They

8 veore bound to the southward of Ceorges, and if they
kept on in that direction would probably strike
Cape Sable and the Nova Scotia shore.

Yhen they stop fishing in the spring leave the
fish out around Block Island. 2 or 3 years found
them this gide of Nantucket Shoals. One year in
May we came over the Shoals and found fish there;
and worked further to the eastward and got a school
in deeper water.

These fish we get in the south spring Tishery
have spawn in them. This spawn pgets ripe sometime
in June. Get a very fow fish in this fishery that
have spawned. When we first catch them in the
spring do not dress them, so cannot tell. Iever
salt these fish. Always run them in fresh. After
the 1lst of May they salt them sometimes. Never
make a regular practice of it.

Look fuor fish in the Bay of Pundy and Cape Cod

DBay after the first of June, but hot mach done in
the Bay of Fundy until the middle of June,

Thinks some of the fish they see in the south-

ern fishery come on the llew England shore.
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Thinks mackerel spawn on this coast; some on
the Long Island coast, and from that to the Bay of
Pundy, end up as far as ther go in the Gulf,

Cannot aay exactly how lons the southern fish-
ery hes been carried on with seines, but thinks
about 30 years. They did not co dovn south as
early 30 vears ago as they do now. When he first
bepan Tishing, used tc sail south about the 15th to
30th of April. Reach the grounds about the first
of May. Did not o as far south then as they do
now., Never went down there hooking.

Eeen fishing on the lNova Scotia shore for
about 20 vears. Wouldnot be there in the summer
time. First began to go there in the spring on
the Cape Shore 8 years ago. Other vessels had
been poing therc about 3 years beforc that. Iliever
went there before that Because did not know there
were fish there. Has not rone f'r the last three
years. Always did well when he did go there,
Would expect to find the Tish there about the 1lst
of June or 28th of May.

Generally expect to find tlem first around

““Cape Sable. Has followed them as far north as Cape

North. Never followed them into the Bay in the

spring.
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Those fish had not spawned. The spawn was in
them, and was ripe. They were larpe fish, most
all of themn.

The early schools are larger fish generally
than the later schools. ' That spring fishery is very
short. Over abéut the 15th or 20th of June at
the outeside. The fish are rgoins along the coast
quite rapidly. They are pretty shy at that time,

- Expcets it is due to the fact that it is cetting
near their spawnins time.

lHas ?ollowed fish in the fall no further than
the south of Block Island, and then did not see
any. The last fish they se2w was off Cape Cod.

llas never caucht mackerel in the winter. Has
secn probably a dozen when herring fishing in the
Bay of Fundy, alonr in Januarvy. Caught them in the
herring nets,

Has never known mackerel to be found on Wes-
tern Bank. On the Cape Shore has not found macker-
el outside of 25 miles. Has taken them that far
off, They were soinr alons shore to the eastward,
Were ruming parallel with the shore. Not going
directly into land.

Has noticed different kinds of fish preying



upon the mackerel, and driving the schools. IHes
seen blue-fish and bohitos. Saw lots of them this
» fall. They cive the meackerel a great deal of trouble

Seem to drive them pretty fest. Ilas known them teo
drive them close in shore. Sec more or lesc blue-
fish and bonitos every year. Find the blue-{ish
chasing the mackerel most all seasons of the year
on some parts of the coast, Doeé not thinlx he
ever saw them chasins the mackercl in the spring
fishery at the south. Would find blue-fish no
mft}xer north than this side of the Day of Fundy
on the coast of laine, Tever below Grand lManan,
Has se«n bonitos inside of the Seal Islands. llo
difference in the size of the fish now and thosc
caurht when he first went fishing.

Hot much difference in the behavior of the
fish. When we first went fishing there would be
weeks when we would not see them schooling.

Hever knew fish so searce as they have becn
for the last five years. This year there was a

@ large body of fish on the coast herc, but they diad
not show.

Late this f211 s”W as many fish as he ever did,

They were from Monhersan to Minot Rock. Those fish
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appeared somewheres about the middle of September,
Had not many fish been secen alons therc before that.

Those large schools of fish this year were
very large fish, nice and fat.

The mackerel they take on the southern voyage
and on the Bay Shore are about all 3's. Occasion-
ally find a few fat fish amons thesc early ones.

About the spawning time every year thé fish
seem to go down. They diseppear in the Bay of Pun-
dy, in the Bay Chaleur and on the liew England coast.
Stay down sometimes a weck or fortnicht. Some
years they come up in a ‘body. Does not think they
will take the hook about spaming time.

He has had no experience hook and line fishing
on this coast. Get a Tew on the hooks in the fall.
Has beecn tolling fish up and setting seines, prob-
ably about 15 years. Got 80 borrels of mackerel

.one time‘by tolling them up with bait and then set-
tinpg seines eround the vesscl.

Thought it was 2 rcood thing to try the close

, time law and see if it would be any beneéfit. Thinks
it is a little too soon to tell whether it has been
any benefit or not. Thinks the body of the fish
on this coast is more than 5§ years old. Does not

think the law was rmuch benefit, because they caught
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the fish before they spawned anyway. Does not
think what vessels go on the mackerel fishery at
that time of the year, hurt the mackerel catch.

Thinks next year they will have a good catch
of mackerel. Does not think the present scarcity
will continue. IHave had three poor years in sue-
cession beforec this. Heas no orinion as to the
reason of the scarcity. Does not think all the
fish have been caught up. Thinks they takec some
other course. It is due to some natural causes.

Years apo those 0ld folks on Mewfoundland would
say mackerel were an injury to them, there were so
many. They left that coast 15 or 20 years apgo.
Has been a few fish caught there 10 or 12 years
ago along the Bay 6f. George. Begen to get scarce
there before they did on this shore.

Seven years ago fot three trips of mackerel iR
the Ray Chalecur.

Do&s not think the purse seine will hurt the
fish any. Does not think it makes them &mx wild.
Saw a school caught this summer of about 200 bar-
rels, on lonhegan that were very tame. The weath-
er has a good deal to do with eatching fish. The

thicker the weather the better chance to get a school
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Used tc fish some in the Gulf of 8t. Lawrcnce.
Thinks the purse seine fishins is all richt there,
Hot rmch becn made out of the purse seine
fishery of late years. Thinks if they had hung to
hooks they would do better than they do now. The
greater number of vessels that 7o and heave bait
the more fish they will et. Does not think the

averapge as good as in old times.

Does not think the fish caucht with hook and
line are in any better condition than those taken
with the purse seine. The r£ill-net fish Ao not
look so well. Does not know of any difference in
the market velue between hook and line and the purse
seine fish. Of the 240 barrecls he caurht, he
saved them a2ll in good condition. Had caucht 200

barrels this year before that. About the middle of

September had 520 odd barrels.



